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the earth (though not within those of a single human
life), have been found sufficient to inspire large masses
.and long successions of mankind with an enthusiasm
capable of ruling the conduct, and colouring the whole
life. Rome was to the entire Eonian people, for
many generations as much a religion as Jehovah was
to the Jews; nay, much more, for they never fell off
from their worship as the Jews did from theirs. And
the Romans, otherwise a selfish people, with no very
remarkable faculties of any kind except the purely
practical,.derived nevertheless from this one idea a
certain greatness of soul, which manifests itself in all
their history where that idea is concerned and no-
where else, and has earned for them the large share of
admiration,, in other respects not at all deserved,
which has been felt for them by most noble-minded
persons from that time to this.

When we consider how ardent a sentiment, in
favourable circumstances of education, the love of
country has become, we cannot judge it impossible
that the love of .that larger country, the world, may
be nursed into similar strength, both as a source of
-elevated emotion and as a principle of duty. He who
needs any other lesson on this subject than the whole
course of ancient history affords, let him read Cicero
de Offidis. It cannot be said that the standard of
morals laid clown in that celebrated treatise is a high
.standard. To our notions it is on many points unduly"